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away utterly unheeded. There was no channel through
which those who discerned an evil could communicate
with those who had the power of removing it. At such a
time reforms were out of the question. It would have been
simply useless and perilous to lay a hand upon the ponder-
ous wheels of the social system which crushed the lives
and limbs of men at every revolution. All that could be
done was to be at hand to tend the victims, to rescue as
many wounded as possible, and shed a tear over the dead.
But the principal reason why the philanthropy pre-
scribed by the Gospel is so rudimentary was probably a
different one. The first Christians were probably not so
much hopeless of accomplishing great social reforms as
unripe for the conception of them. The instinct of com-
passion, which joined to a sanguine spirit of hope pro-
duces the modern systematic Eeformer, was newborn and
infantine in them. It had as yet everything to learn, both
as to the evils which were to be cured and as to the
possibility and .means of curing them. On both points
the ancients laboured under a blindness which we can
only understand by an effort of reflection. They did not
easily recognise evil to be evil, and they did not believe,
or rather they had never dreamed, that it could be cured.
Habit dulls the senses and puts the critical faculty to sleep.
The fierceness and hardness of ancient manners is ap-
parent to us, but the ancients themselves were not shocked
by sights which were familiar to them. To us it is sick-
ening to think of the gladiatorial show, of the massacres
common in Eonian warfare, of the infanticide practised by
grave and respectable citizens, who did not merely con-
demn their children to death, but often in practice, as they
well knew, to what was still worse—a life of prostitution

